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Next meeting
THE GREEN LANES OF DEVON

Wednesday19" JUNE dar

/
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Green lanes are time tunnels into the past showing us how peof
lived, worked and travelled. Today some are still working lanes anu
all are wildlife corridors -comeanddo wal k6 t hem wi f

who has explored and written about Devon's lanes for over 30 years

The Union Inn at 7.30 pm

non-members most welcome £2 on the door.
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July trip to Lydford

Wednesday July 17

A guided tour ofthe historical sites of Lydfordincluding the church an
the castlewith Dr Tom Greeves, chairman of the Dartmoor Society
cultural environmentalistWith his immense knowleége of Dartmool
and its history T o momalks are alwaysboth informative and
entertainingLydford has a surprising pastfor example did you know
that it was once the most populous centre after Exeter in Devon an
the junction of two railway lines?

LYDFORD CASTLE, CHURCH AN D MILL C. 1850

Meet at the car park oppasithe Case Inn for 3 pm startNo charge for
members. Non membensost welcome £2. The car park is fred?lease
let Judyknow if you can comandwhether you would like a lift or ca
give a lift. The tour should last about 2 hours.



Historic Churches Trip May 11th

On May 11" twenty five of us ventured to North Devon to expl8ref

Devonds most i1 nteresti n glsohopag ta
find some warm weather for <chu
No-one was abléo show us aroun8t .  Magh Bidkisgton but Bill

hadfound out some interesting facts and skadws the highlights of thi
ancientchurch.First built at the instigation of King Athelstan 930, it

wasrebuilt c. 1100 with some featusestill remaining from then such
the font. Outside the church there are several metal rings for ins
poles to prevent stray animals entering the church. On enterin
church through the stone carved dog toothed Norman arch wlesight
seeing t full of medieval elaborately carved bench ends. All 78 of tl
arepreserved and all different thoughth somerecurringthemes. They
were probablycarved between th&4" and 16th centuriesby local men
yet showing Italian Renaissance influencBlotady there areputtis
(cherubs in Renaissance stylesee photabelow) with their blown out
cheekghatare just delightful. Also men and women have beewechin
their medieval clothinghead dreses, shields and initials along wi
foliage and the tools fothe Crucifixion that somehowsurvived the
Reformation Puritans and Victoriansl'he Georgian plasterwork on tl
wagon roof ceilingalso survivesmaking it appear simple and ca
while showmq a mixture of late medieval and more recent roof boss
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After a coffee (and cake for some) at the Golden Lremtravelled abou
a mile toSt . Mathreyngtan where Bill explained the speci
features and history. It was also Wbuthrough a grant from Kin
Athelestan and rebuilt around 1250 fkige de Willington family
However it is the north aisle built in 1579 for the Bassett family that 1
has the only enclosed rood loft in Devon. It was brought to the chui
1800 from thenearby redundant Umberleigh church but veaginally
made around 1530 by men from Chittlehampton and almost reach
ceiling. It is still possible to climb the tiny twisting rood loft stairs up
to screen and walk gingerly along it seeing the pagstion the back an
some of the roof bosses up close. The early Renaissance style ir
carvings mixed with traditional carvings are breath taking and need
carefully studied to pick out the tiny details. Some carvings are simi
the bench erglat High Bickington.

The main screen across the chancel is much simpler and is date
1425. There are several effigies on the floor. The oldest one, dating
1225 and very worn, is for Sir William Champernowne. The other tc
and effigies are fothe Bassetts. The fourteenth century tomb shows
clothing and decoration very clearly and another one has cha
brasses showing his twelve children and two wives. The fifteenth ce
bench ends of Opoppy headd esatsg
numerous interesting medieval roof bosses including at least one
man, dragons, faces, bishops, sun and moon. If you plan to go the
it is kept locked but the key is obtained from the shop opposite.
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